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THE  MAN  WHO  PRAYED  INSIDE  A  WHALE
BIBLE TEXT  : Jonah 1:1-17;  2:1-10;  3:1-10;  4:1-11.

LESSON 320 Junior Course
MEMORY VERSE: ““II wwiillll ssaaccrriiffiiccee uunnttoo tthheeee wwiitthh tthhee vvooiiccee ooff tthhaannkkssggiivviinngg;; II wwiillll ppaayy tthhaatt tthhaatt II hhaavvee
vvoowweedd.. SSaallvvaattiioonn iiss ooff tthhee LLOORRDD”” ((JJoonnaahh 22::99))..
BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

Jonah 1:1-17 
1 Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the 
son of Amittai, saying, 
2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry 
against it; for their wickedness is come up before 
me. 
3 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the 
presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; 
and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid 
the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with 
them unto Tarshish from the presence of the 
LORD. 
4 But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, 
and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so 
that the ship was like to be broken. 
5 Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every 
man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that 
were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. 
But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the 
ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. 
6 So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto 
him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call 
upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, 
that we perish not. 
7 And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and 
let us cast lots, that we may know for whose 
cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and 
the lot fell upon Jonah. 
8 Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, 
for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine 
occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy 
country? and of what people art thou? 
9 And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I 
fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath 
made the sea and the dry land.
10 Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said 
unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men 
knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, 
because he had told them. 
11 Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto 
thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? for the 
sea wrought, and was tempestuous. 
12 And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast 
me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm 
unto you: for I know that for my sake this great 
tempest is upon you. 
13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to 
the land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, 
and was tempestuous against them. 

NOTES:
TThhee PPrroopphheett’’ss CCaallll

Back in Israel’s history lived a prophet by the name of 
Jonah, who was ordained of God to tell the Chosen People 
things that were to happen to them in the future.  We are 
not told much about his work in Israel, nor what he spoke 
concerning the Israelites (2 Kings 14:25 25 He restored the 
coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the sea of 
the plain, according to the word of the LORD God of Israel, 
which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah, the son of 
Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gathhepher), but an 
unusual incident occurred in his life to which a whole book of 
the Bible is devoted.

GGoodd ccaalllleedd JJoonnaahh ttoo ggoo ttoo pprreeaacchh ttoo aa hheeaatthheenn cciittyy.. IItt wwaass
aa llaarrggee cciittyy,, aanndd tthhee ppeeooppllee wweerree vveerryy wwiicckkeedd.. GGoodd ssaaww tthheeiirr
wwiicckkeeddnneessss,, aanndd ddeecciiddeedd iitt wwaass ttiimmee ttoo sseenndd jjuuddggmmeenntt iiff tthhee
ppeeooppllee wwoouulldd nnoott rreeppeenntt.. GGoodd,, iinn HHiiss mmeerrccyy,, wwaanntteedd ttoo ggiivvee
tthheemm oonnee mmoorree cchhaannccee..

WWhhoossooeevveerr WWiillll
JJoonnaahh mmaayy hhaavvee tthhoouugghhtt iitt aa wwaassttee ooff ttiimmee ttoo ggoo ttoo

NNiinneevveehh.. TThheeyy wweerree nnoott GGoodd’’ss CChhoosseenn PPeeooppllee,, ssoo wwhhyy sshhoouulldd
hhee bbootthheerr ttoo pprreeaacchh ttoo tthheemm?? OOrr hhee mmaayy nnoott eevveenn hhaavvee
wwaanntteedd tthheemm ttoo rreeppeenntt aanndd bbee ssaavveedd.. HHee mmaayy hhaavvee wwaanntteedd
tthhee bblleessssiinnggss ooff GGoodd ttoo ccoommee uuppoonn IIssrraaeell oonnllyy..

TThheerree aarree ppeeooppllee ttooddaayy wwhhoo tthhiinnkk tthhaatt oonnllyy aa cchhoosseenn ffeeww
aarree ggooiinngg ttoo bbee ssaavveedd,, aanndd nnoo oonnee eellssee iiss ggoooodd eennoouugghh.. BBuutt
wwee aarree hhaappppyy ffoorr tthhee wwoorrddss ooff JJeessuuss:: ““FFoorr GGoodd ssoo lloovveedd tthhee
wwoorrlldd,, tthhaatt hhee ggaavvee hhiiss oonnllyy bbeeggootttteenn SSoonn,, tthhaatt wwhhoossooeevveerr
bbeelliieevveetthh iinn hhiimm sshhoouulldd nnoott ppeerriisshh,, bbuutt hhaavvee eevveerrllaassttiinngg lliiffee””
((JJoohhnn 33::1166)).. AAnndd tthhee OOlldd TTeessttaammeenntt pprroopphheett,, IIssaaiiaahh ccrriieedd
oouutt:: ““HHoo,, eevveerryy oonnee tthhaatt tthhiirrsstteetthh,, ccoommee yyee ttoo tthhee wwaatteerrss,,
aanndd hhee tthhaatt hhaatthh nnoo mmoonneeyy;; ccoommee yyee,, bbuuyy,, aanndd eeaatt”” ((IIssaaiiaahh
5555::11)).. TThhoossee wwoorrddss ooffffeerr ssaallvvaattiioonn ttoo eevveerryyoonnee.. WWhhoossooeevveerr
wwiillll mmaayy ccoommee aanndd bbee ssaavveedd..

AA FFoorreeiiggnn MMiissssiioonnaarryy
HHeerree wwaass aann ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ffoorr JJoonnaahh ttoo bbee aa ffoorreeiiggnn

mmiissssiioonnaarryy,, bbuutt hhee rreeffuusseedd ttoo ttaakkee iitt.. HHee ttuurrnneedd aanndd rraann ffrroomm
tthhee ccaallll ooff GGoodd.. AAtt JJooppppaa hhee ffoouunndd aa sshhiipp tthhaatt wwaass ssaaiilliinngg ffoorr
TTaarrsshhiisshh,, ssoo hhee ttooookk ppaassssaaggee iinn oorrddeerr ttoo ggeett aass ffaarr aawwaayy ffrroomm
NNiinneevveehh aass hhee ccoouulldd,, aanndd ttoo ttrryy ttoo hhiiddee ffrroomm GGoodd.. BBuutt hhee
ccoouulldd nnoott rruunn ffrroomm GGoodd.. GGoodd iiss eevveerryywwhheerree,, aanndd HHee ssaaww
JJoonnaahh ggeett oonn tthhee sshhiipp aanndd ssttaarrtt ssaaiilliinngg oouutt ttoo sseeaa.. MMaayy wwee
eevveerr rreemmeemmbbeerr tthhaatt nnootthhiinngg wwee ddoo iiss hhiiddddeenn ffrroomm GGoodd..

GGoodd hhaadd ggiivveenn JJoonnaahh aa wwoorrkk ttoo ddoo,, aanndd tthhaatt ccaallll ssttoooodd..
TThhiinnggss wweerree ggooiinngg ttoo hhaappppeenn ttoo JJoonnaahh tthhaatt wwoouulldd mmaakkee hhiimm
wwiilllliinngg ttoo ggoo ttoo NNiinneevveehh..

JJoonnaahh wwaass ssuurree tthhaatt nnoo oonnee kknneeww wwhheerree hhee wwaass,, aanndd hhee
wweenntt ddoowwnn iinnttoo tthhee bboottttoomm ooff tthhee sshhiipp aanndd wweenntt ttoo sslleeeepp..
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14 Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, 
We beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let 
us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon 
us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as 
it pleased thee. 
15 So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into 
the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging. 
16 Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, 
and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made 
vows. 
17 Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to 
swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of 
the fish three days and three nights. 
Jonah 2:1-10 
1 Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out 
of the fish's belly, 
2 And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto 
the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of 
hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice. 
3 For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the 
midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me 
about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over 
me. 
4 Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will 
look again toward thy holy temple. 
5 The waters compassed me about, even to the 
soul: the depth closed me round about, the weeds 
were wrapped about my head. 
6 I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; 
the earth with her bars was about me for ever: 
yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, 
O LORD my God. 
7 When my soul fainted within me I remembered 
the LORD: and my prayer came in unto thee, into 
thine holy temple. 
8 They that observe lying vanities forsake their 
own mercy. 
9 But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of 
thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. 
Salvation is of the LORD. 
10 And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it 
vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 
Jonah 3:1-10 
1 And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the 
second time, saying, 
2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and 
preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. 
3 So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, 
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh 
was an exceeding great city of three days' 
journey. 
4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's 
journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown. 
5 So the people of Nineveh believed God, and 
proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the 
greatest of them even to the least of them. 

WWhhaatt aa rreelliieeff iitt wwaass tthhaatt hhee wwaass nnoott ggooiinngg ttoo NNiinneevveehh!! BBuutt hhiiss
rreesstt wwaass ttoo bbee vveerryy sshhoorrtt.. SSoooonn aa ffiieerrccee ssttoorrmm aarroossee,, aanndd
tthheerree wwaass ggrreeaatt ccoommmmoottiioonn oonn tthhee sshhiipp.. TThhee sseeaammeenn wweerree
hhuurrrryyiinngg aabboouutt,, tthhrroowwiinngg tthhiinnggss oovveerrbbooaarrdd iinn oorrddeerr ttoo lliigghhtteenn
tthhee sshhiipp ssoo iitt wwoouulldd nnoott bbrreeaakk iinn ppiieecceess.. AAss tthheeyy wwoorrkkeedd tthheeyy
wweerree ccrryyiinngg ttoo tthheeiirr hheeaatthheenn ggooddss ttoo ssaavvee tthheemm ffrroomm ddeeaatthh..
SSttiillll JJoonnaahh sslleepptt!!

SSppiirriittuuaall SSlluummbbeerr
HHooww lliikkee ppeeooppllee wwhhoo hhaavvee bbaacckksslliiddddeenn ffrroomm GGoodd wwaass

JJoonnaahh!! TThheeyy ggoo oonn iinn tthheeiirr ssiinnss,, tthhiinnkkiinngg tthheeyy aarree hhaavviinngg aa
ggoooodd ttiimmee.. SSaattaann hhaass ssooootthheedd tthheemm ttoo sslleeeepp,, ssppiirriittuuaallllyy,, aanndd
tthheeyy aarree nnoott aallaarrmmeedd bbyy tthhee ssiinn aanndd tthhrreeaatteenniinngg jjuuddggmmeenntt aallll
aarroouunndd tthheemm.. IIff tthheeyy ddoo nnoott wwaakkeenn iinn ttiimmee,, jjuuddggmmeenntt wwiillll
oovveerrttaakkee tthheemm aanndd tthheeyy wwiillll bbee lloosstt ffoorreevveerr..

TThhee sshhiippmmaasstteerr,, aa ssiinnnneerr,, hhaadd ttoo ccoommee ttoo wwaakkeenn JJoonnaahh ttoo
ssppaarree hhiimm ffrroomm ddeeaatthh.. HHee ttoolldd hhiimm ttoo pprraayy ttoo hhiiss GGoodd,, tthhee
GGoodd ooff IIssrraaeell,, aanndd aasskk ffoorr HHiiss mmeerrccyy ssoo tthhaatt tthheeyy wwoouulldd nnoott aallll
ddrroowwnn..

LLiivviinngg ffoorr OOtthheerrss
GGoodd hhaadd sseenntt tthhiiss ssttoorrmm ttoo ppuunniisshh JJoonnaahh,, aanndd aallll tthhee

ppeeooppllee oonn tthhee sshhiipp hhaadd ttoo ssuuffffeerr wwiitthh hhiimm.. NNoo ppeerrssoonn lliivveess
oonnllyy ttoo hhiimmsseellff.. OOnnee wwhhoo lliivveess aa ggooddllyy lliiffee bbrriinnggss bblleessssiinnggss ttoo
ootthheerrss jjuusstt bbyy bbeeiinngg ggoooodd.. AAnndd lliikkeewwiissee,, aann eevviill ppeerrssoonn mmaakkeess
ootthheerrss uunnhhaappppyy bbeeccaauussee ooff tthhee kkiinndd ooff ppeerrssoonn hhee iiss.. JJuusstt
tthhiinnkk ooff aallll tthhee ttrroouubbllee tthhaatt JJoonnaahh bbrroouugghhtt ttoo tthhee mmaarriinneerrss ooff
tthhee sshhiipp oonn tthhee wwaayy ttoo TTaarrsshhiisshh bbeeccaauussee ooff hhiiss ddiissoobbeeddiieennccee..

TThhee ssttoorrmm wwaass ssoo uunnuussuuaall tthhaatt tthhee sseeaammeenn tthhoouugghhtt tthheerree
mmuusstt bbee ssoommeeoonnee ttoo bbllaammee.. TThheeyy ccaasstt lloottss ttoo ffiinndd oouutt wwhhoo iitt
wwaass.. GGoodd lleett tthhee lloott ffaallll ttoo JJoonnaahh.. WWhheenn JJoonnaahh wwaass ffoouunndd
oouutt,, hhee ttoolldd tthhee mmeenn aallll aabboouutt GGoodd’’ss ccaallll ffoorr hhiimm ttoo ggoo ttoo
NNiinneevveehh aanndd tthhaatt hhee wwaass rruunnnniinngg ffrroomm iitt..

TThheerree wwaass ssttiillll ssoommee ggoooodd iinn JJoonnaahh.. HHee aasskkeedd tthhee sseeaammeenn
ttoo tthhrrooww hhiimm oovveerrbbooaarrdd ssoo tthhaatt tthhee ssttoorrmm mmiigghhtt ssttoopp aanndd tthhee
rreesstt ooff tthhee mmeenn bbee ssppaarreedd.. OOff ccoouurrssee tthheeyy ddiidd nnoott wwaanntt hhiimm
ttoo ddrroowwnn,, aanndd tthheeyy rroowweedd hhaarrdd ttoo ttrryy ttoo rriiddee oouutt tthhee ssttoorrmm;;
bbuutt ffiinnaallllyy tthheeyy hhaadd ttoo ggiivvee uupp --–– aanndd oovveerrbbooaarrdd ddiidd JJoonnaahh ggoo..
IImmmmeeddiiaatteellyy tthhee ssttoorrmm cceeaasseedd..

BBuutt tthhaatt wwaass nnoott tthhee eenndd ooff tthhee ssttoorryy.. JJoonnaahh ddiidd nnoott
ddrroowwnn,, aass oonnee wwoouulldd hhaavvee ssuuppppoosseedd.. TThheerree wweerree ssttiillll mmoorree
tthhaann 112200,,000000 NNiinneevviitteess wwhhoo nneeeeddeedd ttoo hheeaarr tthhee WWoorrdd ooff GGoodd,,
aanndd GGoodd ssttiillll mmeeaanntt tthhaatt JJoonnaahh sshhoouulldd ggoo ttoo pprreeaacchh ttoo tthheemm..

TThhee PPrreeppaarreedd FFiisshh
God had prepared a fish to swallow Jonah so that he 

would not drown.  Many people do not like to believe that a 
whale could swallow a man, and that the man could remain 
alive inside it.  Jesus confirmed that it happened (Matthew 
12:40 40 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the 
whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth).  Besides that, there are 
records in modern days of a man having been swallowed by a 
whale and the whale captured and the man removed alive.  It 
is possible for a whale to swallow a man, and the man live.  
But in Jonah’s case, it was a specially prepared fish that God 
had waiting to receive Jonah when he was thrown from the 
ship.  Inside that fish Jonah prayed.

JJoonnaahh’’ss PPrraayyeerr
LLeett uuss oobbsseerrvvee JJoonnaahh’’ss pprraayyeerr.. HHee pprraayyeedd aass aa lloosstt ssiinnnneerr
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6 For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he 
arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from 
him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in 
ashes. 
7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and published 
through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his 
nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd 
nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor 
drink water: 
8 But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, 
and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn 
every one from his evil way, and from the violence 
that is in their hands. 
9 Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn 
away from his fierce anger, that we perish not? 
10 And God saw their works, that they turned from 
their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that 
he had said that he would do unto them; and he 
did it not. 
Jonah 4:1-11 
1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was 
very angry. 
2 And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray 
thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I 
was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before 
unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious 
God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 
3 Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, 
my life from me; for it is better for me to die than 
to live. 
4 Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be 
angry? 
5 So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the 
east side of the city, and there made him a booth, 
and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see 
what would become of the city. 
6 And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made 
it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a 
shadow over his head, to deliver him from his 
grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. 
7 But God prepared a worm when the morning 
rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it 
withered. 
8 And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that 
God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun 
beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and 
wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for 
me to die than to live. 
9 And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be 
angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be 
angry, even unto death. 
10 Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the 
gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, 
neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, 
and perished in a night: 
11 And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, 

wwhhoo iiss iinn ttrroouubbllee,, aanndd GGoodd hheeaarrdd hhiimm.. HHiiss pprraayyeerr ssoouunnddss vveerryy
mmuucchh lliikkee tthhaatt ooff DDaavviidd,, wwhhiicchh ppeerrhhaappss JJoonnaahh hhaadd rreeaadd:: ““TThhiiss
ppoooorr mmaann ccrriieedd,, aanndd tthhee LLOORRDD hheeaarrdd hhiimm,, aanndd ssaavveedd hhiimm oouutt
ooff aallll hhiiss ttrroouubblleess”” ((PPssaallmm 3344::66)).. TThhiinnkk ooff tthhee mmeerrccyy ooff GGoodd!!
EEvveenn wwhheenn wwee hhaavvee ccaauusseedd oouurr oowwnn ttrroouubblleess,, iiff wwee rreeppeenntt
aanndd ccaallll uuppoonn GGoodd,, HHee wwiillll hheeaarr uuss aanndd ddeelliivveerr uuss ffrroomm tthheemm..

NNooww JJoonnaahh wwaass wwiilllliinngg ttoo ddoo aannyytthhiinngg GGoodd wwaanntteedd hhiimm ttoo
ddoo.. AAnndd iitt wwaass nnoott yyeett ttoooo llaattee.. OOuutt ooff tthhee bbeellllyy ooff tthhee ffiisshh
hhee pprraayyeedd,, aanndd ffaarr uupp iinn HHeeaavveenn GGoodd hheeaarrdd.. NNoo mmaatttteerr wwhheerree
wwee aarree,, wwee aarree nneevveerr ttoooo ffaarr ffrroomm GGoodd ffoorr HHiimm ttoo hheeaarr oouurr
ccrryy.. BBuutt wwee mmuusstt bbee hhoonneesstt.. WWee mmuusstt mmeeaann wwhhaatt wwee ssaayy
wwhheenn wwee pprroommiissee ttoo ffoollllooww HHiimm wwhheerreevveerr HHee lleeaaddss uuss..

AAnndd ddiidd yyoouu nnoottiiccee tthhaatt JJoonnaahh bbrroouugghhtt tthhaannkkssggiivviinngg iinnttoo
hhiiss pprraayyeerr?? TThhee AAppoossttllee wwrroottee:: ““WWiitthh tthhaannkkssggiivviinngg lleett yyoouurr
rreeqquueessttss bbee mmaaddee kknnoowwnn uunnttoo GGoodd”” ((PPhhiilliippppiiaannss 44::66)).. JJoonnaahh
wwaass ddeessppeerraatteellyy iinn eeaarrnneesstt,, aanndd hhaadd ttoo hhaavvee aann aannsswweerr ttoo hhiiss
pprraayyeerrss;; ssoo hhee wwaass ggrraatteeffuull ffoorr GGoodd’’ss mmeerrccyy,, aanndd hhee wwaass
wwiilllliinngg ttoo ppaayy hhiiss vvoowwss.. AAggaaiinn wwee nnoottiiccee hhooww hhiiss pprraayyeerr wwaass
lliikkee tthhaatt ooff tthhee PPssaallmmiisstt,, wwhhoo pprraayyeedd:: ““OOffffeerr uunnttoo GGoodd
tthhaannkkssggiivviinngg;; aanndd ppaayy tthhyy vvoowwss uunnttoo tthhee mmoosstt HHiigghh:: aanndd ccaallll
uuppoonn mmee iinn tthhee ddaayy ooff ttrroouubbllee:: II wwiillll ddeelliivveerr tthheeee,, aanndd tthhoouu
sshhaalltt gglloorriiffyy mmee”” ((PPssaallmm 5500::1144,, 1155)).. FFiirrsstt,, wwee tthhaannkk GGoodd ffoorr
HHiiss mmeerrcciieess aanndd HHiiss ppaasstt bblleessssiinnggss,, tthheenn wwee ppaayy tthhee tthhiinnggss wwee
hhaavvee pprroommiisseedd ttoo GGoodd;; tthheenn wwee ggeett tthhee bblleessssiinngg..

TToo tthhee WWoorrkk
JJoonnaahh hhaadd pprraayyeedd aanndd GGoodd hhaadd hheeaarrdd hhiimm aanndd ccaauusseedd tthhee

ffiisshh ttoo vvoommiitt hhiimm uuppoonn tthhee llaanndd.. CCaann yyoouu iimmaaggiinnee hhooww JJoonnaahh
ffeelltt wwhheenn hhee ssaaww tthhee llaanndd aanndd sskkyy,, tthhee ttrreeeess aanndd ggrraassss?? FFoorr
tthhrreeee ddaayyss aanndd nniigghhttss hhee hhaadd bbeeeenn iinn ppiittcchh--ddaarrkknneessss iinnssiiddee
tthhee ffiisshh,, wwiitthh sseeaawweeeeddss wwrraappppeedd aarroouunndd hhiiss hheeaadd,, aanndd nnooww
hhee ccoouulldd sseeee aaggaaiinn.. HHee hhaadd nnoo ttiimmee ttoo rreesstt nnoorr eevveenn ttoo tthhiinnkk
aabboouutt iitt,, ffoorr iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy tthhee ccaallll ccaammee aaggaaiinn:: ““AArriissee,, ggoo uunnttoo
NNiinneevveehh,, tthhaatt ggrreeaatt cciittyy,, aanndd pprreeaacchh uunnttoo iitt tthhee pprreeaacchhiinngg tthhaatt
II bbiidd tthheeee..”” GGoodd’’ss mmeessssaaggee hhaadd nnoott cchhaannggeedd.. JJoonnaahh hhaadd hhaadd
ssoommee ssttrroonngg ddiisscciipplliinnee ttoo ffiitt hhiimm ffoorr tthhee ttaasskk,, bbuutt tthhee wwoorrkk ooff
GGoodd wwaass ssttiillll tthhee ssaammee..

JJoonnaahh ggoott rriigghhtt uupp tthhiiss ttiimmee,, aanndd ssttaarrtteedd ffoorr NNiinneevveehh.. HHee
pprreeaacchheedd eexxaaccttllyy wwhhaatt GGoodd ttoolldd hhiimm ttoo pprreeaacchh:: ““YYeett ffoorrttyy
ddaayyss,, aanndd NNiinneevveehh sshhaallll bbee oovveerrtthhrroowwnn..””

TThhee RReevviivvaall
TThhee rreessuulltt ooff tthhaatt sseerrmmoonn wwaass ssuucchh aass eevveerryy eevvaannggeelliisstt

hhooppeess ffoorr.. TThhee wwhhoollee cciittyy rreeppeenntteedd.. WWhheenn tthhee kkiinngg hheeaarrdd
JJoonnaahh’’ss mmeessssaaggee,, hhee ttooookk ooffff hhiiss rrooyyaall rroobbeess aanndd ppuutt oonn
ssaacckkccllootthh.. HHee sseenntt wwoorrdd iinnttoo aallll hhiiss rreeaallmm tthhaatt eevveerryyoonnee
sshhoouulldd hhuummbbllee hhiimmsseellff aanndd pprraayy aanndd ffaasstt.. NNoo oonnee,, nnoott eevveenn
tthhee aanniimmaallss,, wwaass ttoo eeaatt aannyy ffoooodd nnoorr ddrriinnkk wwaatteerr wwhhiillee tthheeyy
ccaalllleedd uuppoonn GGoodd ttoo ffoorrggiivvee tthheemm.. HHee ttoolldd tthheemm tthheeyy wweerree ttoo
ccrryy mmiigghhttiillyy uunnttoo GGoodd.. TThheeyy wweerree ttoo pprraayy uunnttiill tthheeyy rreecceeiivveedd
aann aannsswweerr.. TThheeyy wweerree ttoo pprraayy iinn ssuucchh aa wwaayy aass ttoo sshhooww GGoodd
tthheeyy mmeeaanntt wwhhaatt tthheeyy ssaaiidd.. TThhaatt wwaass ttrruuee rreeppeennttaannccee,, wwhhiicchh
bbrriinnggss ssaallvvaattiioonn..

TThheeyy wweerree nnoott oonnllyy ttoo rreeppeenntt ooff ppaasstt ssiinnss,, bbuutt tthheeyy wweerree
nnoott ttoo ssiinn aannyy mmoorree.. ““LLeett tthhee wwiicckkeedd ffoorrssaakkee hhiiss wwaayy,, aanndd tthhee
uunnrriigghhtteeoouuss mmaann hhiiss tthhoouugghhttss:: aanndd lleett hhiimm rreettuurrnn uunnttoo tthhee
LLOORRDD,, aanndd hhee wwiillll hhaavvee mmeerrccyy uuppoonn hhiimm;; aanndd ttoo oouurr GGoodd,, ffoorr
hhee wwiillll aabbuunnddaannttllyy ppaarrddoonn”” ((IIssaaiiaahh 5555::77)).. TThhiiss hheeaatthheenn kkiinngg
ooff NNiinneevveehh kknneeww tthhaatt iitt wwaass nneecceessssaarryy ttoo ffoorrssaakkee oonnee’’ss ssiinnss iinn
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wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons 
that cannot discern between their right hand and 
their left hand; and also much cattle? 

oorrddeerr ttoo bbee ssaavveedd..
HHooww hhaappppyy JJoonnaahh sshhoouulldd hhaavvee bbeeeenn tthhaatt aallll tthhee

iinnhhaabbiittaannttss ooff tthhaatt ggrreeaatt cciittyy ttuurrnneedd ttoo GGoodd!! TThhiinnkk hhooww hhaappppyy
wwee aarree wwhheenn wwee sseeee oonnee ssoouull pprraayy tthhrroouugghh ttoo vviiccttoorryy.. HHooww
ggrreeaatt mmuusstt hhaavvee bbeeeenn tthhee rreejjooiicciinngg wwhheenn 112200,,000000 ppeeooppllee
ggaavvee tthheeiirr hheeaarrttss ttoo GGoodd!! WWhhaatt aa mmiirraaccllee –– aa mmuucchh ggrreeaatteerr
mmiirraaccllee ttoo sseeee tthhaatt mmaannyy ppeeooppllee rreeppeenntt aatt oonnccee tthhaann tthhee ffaacctt
tthhaatt JJoonnaahh ccaammee oouutt ooff tthhee ffiisshh aafftteerr tthhrreeee ddaayyss!!

BBuutt JJoonnaahh wwaassnn’’tt hhaappppyy.. HHee hhaadd pprreeaacchheedd tthhaatt tthhee cciittyy
wwoouulldd bbee ddeessttrrooyyeedd iinn 4400 ddaayyss,, aanndd nnooww iitt wwaass nnoott ggooiinngg ttoo
hhaappppeenn aafftteerr aallll.. SSoo JJoonnaahh ppoouutteedd.. HHee wweenntt oouutt ooff tthhee cciittyy
aanndd mmaaddee hhiimmsseellff aa lliittttllee bbooootthh aanndd ssaatt ddoowwnn aanndd wwaanntteedd ttoo
ddiiee.. TThheenn GGoodd sshhoowweedd JJoonnaahh aann oobbjjeecctt lleessssoonn.. HHee ccaauusseedd aa
ggoouurrdd ttoo ggrrooww iinn tthhee nniigghhtt ttoo ggiivvee sshhaaddee ttoo JJoonnaahh aass hhee ssaatt iinn
hhiiss bbooootthh.. JJoonnaahh wwaass hhaappppyy ffoorr iitt.. BBuutt tthhee nneexxtt nniigghhtt aa wwoorrmm
aattee tthhrroouugghh tthhee sstteemm aanndd tthhee ppllaanntt ddiieedd.. AAggaaiinn JJoonnaahh wwaass
lleefftt ssiittttiinngg iinn tthhee ssuunn,, aanndd iitt mmaaddee hhiimm aannggrryy..

GGoodd aasskkeedd JJoonnaahh ttoo bbee rreeaassoonnaabbllee.. JJoonnaahh hhaadd hhaadd
nnootthhiinngg ttoo ddoo wwiitthh mmaakkiinngg tthhee ppllaanntt ggrrooww.. WWhhyy sshhoouulldd hhee bbee
ssoo ccoonncceerrnneedd wwhheenn iitt ddiieedd?? HHooww ddiidd tthhaatt ppllaanntt ccoommppaarree wwiitthh
tthhee ppeeooppllee ooff NNiinneevveehh?? SShhoouulldd nnoott GGoodd sshhooww mmeerrccyy ttoo tthhoossee
mmaannyy ppeeooppllee wwhhoo iinn tthheeiirr iiggnnoorraannccee hhaadd bbeeeenn ssiinnnneerrss??

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. WWhhaatt kkiinndd ooff ppeeooppllee wweerree tthhee NNiinneevviitteess??
22.. WWhhaatt wwaass tthhee mmeessssaaggee JJoonnaahh wwaass ttoo pprreeaacchh ttoo tthheemm??
33.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJoonnaahh ddoo iinnsstteeaadd ooff ggooiinngg ttoo NNiinneevveehh?? WWhhyy??
44.. WWhhaatt eevviill ddiidd GGoodd bbrriinngg uuppoonn JJoonnaahh aanndd tthhee ppeeooppllee wwiitthh

hhiimm??
55.. HHooww wwaass tthhee ttrroouubbllee ssttooppppeedd??
66.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJoonnaahh ddoo iinn tthhee ffiisshh??
77.. WWhheerree ddiidd JJoonnaahh ggoo aass ssoooonn aass hhee wwaass oouutt ooff tthhee ffiisshh??
88.. WWhhaatt ddiidd tthhee ppeeooppllee ddoo wwhheenn tthheeyy hheeaarrdd JJoonnaahh pprreeaacchh??
99.. HHooww ddiidd JJoonnaahh ffeeeell aabboouutt tthhee rreessuullttss ooff hhiiss pprreeaacchhiinngg??

1100.. WWhhaatt iiss tthhee ggrreeaatteesstt mmiirraaccllee ooff tthhiiss lleessssoonn??


